
Renewable Natural Gas

Renewable Thermal Technology



Description of technology

Å Renewable natural gas (RNG), also known as biogas or biomethane is virtually 

identical in composition with fossil natural gas.

Å RNG comes from the processing of gases captured from landfills, agricultural or 

food waste, wastewater treatment plants, and other sources. These facilities 

primarily produce methane through anaerobic digestion. 

Å Alternatively, synthetic natural gas, also known as power-to-gas (P2G), uses 

electrolysis to produce hydrogen that is then combined with CO2 to  produce 

methane (CH4). P2G is not covered in this fact base due to the large differences 

between P2G and other RNG in terms of feedstock and economic viability. 

Types of equipment 

Å All existing fossil natural gas equipment are compatible with RNG fuel. 

Technical characteristics

Å Temperature range: Up to 1,950 C

Å Meets all industrial heating temperature 

requirements aside from very highest temperature 

applications (i.e., steelmaking)

Å Heat flux: High

Å Dependent on burner configuration, able to deliver 

high quantities of heat; identical to fossil natural 

gas combustion

Å Heated materials: Most materials are applicable

Å Emissions: Theoretically net-zero, but methane leakage 

and energy use during processing could lead to non-zero 

emissions

Å Technical maturity: High maturity

Å RNG is produced at large scales across the US, 

but supply still only constitutes <0.2% of total 

natural gas demand

Technology Overview

Gas furnaces2 Gas boilers3 Gas air heaters4Gas fired heater1

Note: Example equipment not exhaustive 

1. Sigma Thermal Direct Fired Heater; 2. Thermcraft gas fired industrial furnace; 3. Hurst Boiler 
industrial boiler systems; 4. Ambirad natural gas air heater unit



Since RNG is a direct substitute for fossil natural gas, it can 
serve nearly all industrial applications where natural gas is 
currently deployed

Not applicable Potentially applicable Currently deployed

Key properties of RNG 

combustion heating include:

1,950 C max. temp. 

High heat flux

Heats all materials

These properties align with 

requirements for several 
process heating applications. 

Industry 

Sector
Process Heating Applications Relevant Equipment

Refineries Distillation Reactors Boiler, process heater

Chemicals Distillation Drying Reactors
Boiler, process heater, furnace, 
air heater

Iron & steel Pelletization Hot rolling
Basic oxygen 

furnace
Blast 

furnace
Boiler, furnace

Food Drying Pasteurizing Boiling Sterilizing Washing Cooking Air heater, boiler, oven

Paper
Stock 

steaming
Drying

Wood 
processing

Evap. & 
chem. prep.

Lime 
calcination

Air heater, boiler, oven, furnace

Cement
Pre-heating & 

treating
Melting 
furnace

Forming Annealing
Kiln 

combustion
Furnace

Note: Since RNG has been blended into the existing natural gas distribution network, all potentially applicable process heating applications are denoted as "currently deployed"



Potential long-term RNG supply can meet up to 13% of US total 
natural gas demand, while <2% of potential supply is currently in 
production

Current production

US natural gas demand (2022)

73 TBtu/year

US RNG Potential1

31,000 TBtu/year

4,000 TBtu/year

1. Assumes lignocellulosic biomass resources are used, does not account for competing uses (e.g., other fuels, power generation)
Source: EIA, IEA, EPA, Argonne National Laboratory, MJB&A, California Bioenergy, BCG analysis

True RNG potential likely lower 
due to competition with other 

biofuels for biomass feedstock



RNG is likely to be consumed locally or regionally since 
RNG supply potentially does not directly align with existing 
gas pipeline infrastructure

Source: NREL, US EIA
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2022 production for RNG was ~73 TBtu/year with vast 
majority allocated to transportation demand and nearly zero 
to industrial applications

Includes LFG to RNG, agriculture sourced RNG, and wastewater sourced RNG; Projects without reported capacity estimated using benchmarks from the EPA and other sources listed below 
Source: IEA, EPA, Argonne National Laboratory, MJB&A, California Bioenergy, BCG analysis

Utilities 

(gas distribution)

72%

Transport

14%

Utilities 

(power generation)

14%

Commercial & 

Industrial

100%

Total

<1%

Estimated US RNG customer segment share (% of capacity allocated)Estimated current RNG 

consumption 

in 2022

73
TBtu/year

<0.2% of total US natural gas 
demand



Significant demand growth across sectors expected for 
RNG, with largest share from gas utilities and <10% share 
for industrial applications by 2040

70

Total expected demand by sector (TBtu/year)

Source: BCG Analysis
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Available supply of RNG for industrial heat 

is very low due to strong competition from 

other sectors



RNG supply is expected to grow, with agricultural waste 
being the largest source of growth beyond 2026

Source: BCG Analysis
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Supply to grow to meet voluntary demand 
until economic limit is hit, after which 

supply expected to plateau

Landfill gas

Expected to grow to account for 
increasing organic waste diversion

Food waste

Once economic limit for landfill gas is 
reached, agricultural waste RNG will be 

used to meet voluntary demand

Agricultural waste

Expected to grow 5% per annum to serve 
nominal voluntary demand 

Wastewater

~2% of total US natural gas supply



Potential US RNG supply sources have varying cost ranges 
due to site-specific requirements, and differences in capital 
and operating costs

1. Cost ranges include biogas production, upgrading, and interconnection; Derived from IEA averages. 2. Includes LFG to RNG, agriculture sourced RNG, and wastewater sourced RNG; 
Projects without reported capacity estimated using benchmarks from the EPA and other sources listed below.
Source: IEA, EPA, ICF, BCG analysis, CBC, Federal environmental webpages

Estimated technical potential US RNG in 20 years vs. estimated supply costs

0 1,000 2,000

5

0

10

15

20

800600

25

30

2,4002,2001,8001,200200 400 1,400 1,600

High

Operational US RNG capacity by feedstock (thousand MMBTU/day)2

14

US RNG production costs ($/MMBTU)1

WastewaterLandfill gas

Low

7

9

Agriculture & food digesters

21

28

19

RNG supply today

(~0.23 TBtu/day)



RNG from landfill gas has the lowest cost, and often falls 
within the voluntary market Willingness-to-Pay

Agricultural 

waste

Voluntary market 

Willingness-to-Pay

Landfill gas Wastewater Food waste

$7 to $9

Fossil 

natural gas

$12 to $20

$14 to $24

$20 to $22

$4 to $14

$19 to $28

RNG production costs by feedstock vs voluntary market Willingness-to-Pay ($/MMBTU) in 2020

Source: ICF, EPA, USDA

Policymakers can make RNG 
more cost competitive by

Å Providing incentives for RNG 

producers and purchasers

Å Implementing tariffs on ambient 

releases of methane

Mostly driven by non-industrial players 
(i.e., residential and commercial gas customers)


